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When Julia Mackay Childs steps out in the morning, she is
greeted by an awe-inspiring view of the Beartooth Moun-

tains, 2 miles away, rising to a height of almost 13,000 feet. Childs
lives and works with four generations of family members on the
Lazy EL Ranch, near Roscoe, Mont. The 15,000-acre ranch, which is
run as a family corporation, runs up to 3,600 yearlings each summer
and owns 50 working horses, which are also used for vacation guests.

“We’re located just over the mountains from Yellowstone
National Park—the ranch backs up against the wilderness area, and
the park is just beyond that,” Childs says. Her family has lived in the
area since 1901, when her grandfather Malcolm Mackay built a
homestead there. He created the ranch by buying up surrounding
homesteads from settlers driven away by the hardships of farming.

Childs grew up on the ranch until she was 13, when, disappoint-
ed by her father’s decision to leave the ranch to her younger brother,
she left to attend school in Takoma, Wash., followed by 4 years at
Swarthmore. She married, raised a family of two birth sons and two
adopted daughters, and made a life in New England.

“All this time, I felt I would never come back to the ranch,
although that’s where my heart was.”

Divorcing in the early 1980s, she returned home for the summer

and found her parents ailing and the family in the midst of a strug-
gle that ended with her brother leaving. She stayed to help out.

With more years on the ranch than any other family member,
Childs is a kind of “database” of ranching information. “I know
things like what the pastures look like at different times of year, or
when the poison weed is going to be bad and where, which springs
are going to dry up in a drought, and how cattle behave in certain
given situations.” She directs the stock rotation throughout the
ranch’s 30 pastures, fixes broken fences, and manages the horses.

Treating her horses as partners, Child’s practices “natural horse-
manship” with them, speaking to them and working with them until
they agree to work with her. The ranch staff uses “low stress man-
agement” with the cattle. “When cattle are stressed,” Childs says,
“the meat is going to get tough and have a bad flavor. You can move
cattle by entering their space so they move away to the place you
want them to be, without prodding or yelling. No need to ram and
jam, whoop and holler, prod and push, like the cowboys of old.”

She has developed a guest program started by her brother, so
that it now brings in almost as much income as the cattle. “That’s
been a turning point,” she says, “because agriculture is going down
the tubes everywhere you look, and the cattle industry is no different.”

Accommodated in historic cabins, guests are able to work along-
side the ranch staff, “just doing what we do,” Childs says. An on-
site wrangler and horse trainer teaches them riding and cattle-driv-
ing skills. “The guest-children just fold in and take to the woods
with our kids,” she says. “It’s a pretty transformational experience
for them. About 80 percent of our guests return year after year
because they want their children to identify with this culture.”

In a landscape where wolves, grizzlies, mountain lions, coyotes,
eagles, elk, and moose make regular appearances, Childs believes in
treating both domesticated and wild animals as partners, not as
creatures to be dominated by humans. “A lot of the ranching I grew
up with was very patriarchal. The animals were abused and the
wilderness consumed. Now, ranching is returning to the style of the
Native Americans, who respected the wilderness and the animals,
believing that God meant us to serve rather than dominate Nature.”

“The difference between ranching and farming,” Childs says, “is
that it takes place in a wilderness. You don’t push everything aside
to suit your own taste. You work with what’s there. You manage the
wildlife as well, leaving feed for the elk in winter, ensuring that there
aren’t too many deer, teaching the big predators how to be respectful
by harassing them so that they don’t hang around looking for hand-
outs. We respect their right to be wild, but for us to live in harmony
with them, they have to respect us, too. That doesn’t mean you don’t
kill an animal if it’s sick or you need to eat it, or if its population is
too large. We are predators, and we do have a place in the food
chain. It’s figuring out what the ‘right place’ is.”

—Carol Brévart-Demm

InPartnershipwith Nature
MONTANA RANCHER JULIA MACKAY CHILDS ’62 DELIGHTS IN LIFE IN THE WILDERNESS.

Childs has a special relationship with her horses, seeing them
as her partners. Visit the Lazy EL Ranch at www.lazyel.com.
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books + arts

Carl Abbott ’66, Frontiers Past and Future: Science Fiction and the
American West, University Press of Kansas, 2006

Like many members of my generation who grew up with the Apollo
moon-landing program, I discovered science fiction—a genre that
was intriguing, forward-looking, and, above all, fun. I mostly read
the classic sci-fi authors—Asimov, Bradbury, Heinlein—but, on the
recommendation of friends, took jaunts toward fantasy fiction by
Tolkien, Zelazny, and Cordwainer Smith. I was aware that science
fiction was filled with contemporaneous social commentary and
allusions to historical processes, but, at the time, I made mental dis-
tinctions between “serious” authors such as Steinbeck and Buck and
“my guys.”

In Frontiers Past and Future: Science Fiction and the American West,
Carl Abbott ’66 develops the proposition that sci-fi’s futuristic
themes reflect America’s social transformations following the set-
tling of the American West and, as such, are a reflection of the coun-
try’s changing attitudes. Literary scholars—especially Gary Wolfe
and David Mogen—have made this point before: Science fiction
overused the “astronaut as cowboy” or “wagon train to the stars”
metaphor. Abbott’s book, however, is much deeper—and much more
fun.

For instance, Abbott romps through every sci-fi story I ever read
as well as others I now wish to go back and read, pointing out how
their plots and themes tie into historical context. Flying saucers, the
Roswell incident, and malicious space-invader themes predominate
during times when immigrants, juvenile delinquency, and the Red
Menace were on readers’ (and authors’) minds. Stories of terraform-
ing distant planets coincide with the transformation of Western
deserts into suburban oases, and sci-fi authors work out the con-
flicts of preservation of wilderness versus utilitarian conservation-
ism on Mars as the use of federal lands is debated. Yet Abbott does
not emphasize the many postnuclear dystopias following the Cuban
Missile Crisis and their obvious connection with Cold War saber
rattling.

Besides the many fascinating parallels between science fiction
and history, Abbott shows how relevant social problems were
worked out in the pages of sci-fi stories; often, the stories them-
selves became influential, affecting public attitudes.What were the
conflicts inherent in rapid technological change in the 1950s, and
how were the solutions found by sci-fi protagonists eventually
employed in 1960s policies? The social transformations of the
1960s in their turn were reflected in sci-fi stories of flawed counter-
cultural protagonists escaping “civilization” and its strictures, only
to run up against basic problems of community building, gover-
nance, and civic fairness. Following the disillusionment attending

the Vietnam War and Watergate, sci-fi writers such as Ursula
LeGuin examined gender roles and the cultural gap between pio-
neers and natives. Finally, with postmodern sensibilities, the cyber-
punk genre exemplified by auther William Gibson places societal
redemption in the hands of tough-guy computer punks and “street
samurai” outlaws trying to bring down the cybercorporate system.

Frontiers Past and Future is more than a treatise. It is an enor-
mously engaging retelling of many timeless stories with a view that
illuminates them in new ways. It’s a book that doesn’t take itself too
seriously: The Toy Story figures of Woody and Buzz become
metaphors for the notion that the cowboy and the spaceman are
really “the same heroic characters in different guises.”

Part of my personal journey from Apollo moon-shot–fascinated
kid to Swarthmore College engineering professor was my internal-
ization of the many ideals and conflicts described in Abbott’s book.
Indeed, as recent sci-fi stories have turned from the blurring of
national identities to themes of environmental change or cynicism
regarding corporate control, Abbott shows that science fiction helps
us to think about our alternatives. What should cities be? How do
we balance individual freedoms with civic obligations or open
“opportunities to talent across the divides of gender, race, and
class?”

Science fiction will continue to prefigure societal solutions, and
yet it will do so with fast-paced, clever, and fun thought experi-
ments. My only regret is that Abbott discounts fantasy stories (any-
thing with dragons!) as undeserving of the same respect. Despite
this sci-fi snobbery, his Frontiers is well worth reading for its high
number of revelations per minute.

—E. Carr Everbach
Associate Professor of Engineering
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Books
Sarah Tracy and Caroline Acker '68 (co-edi-
tors), Altering American Consciousness: The
History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United
States, 1800–2000, University of Massachu-
setts Press, 2004. This collection of articles
includes an introduction co-written by
Tracy and Acker as well as the piece by Acker
titled “Portrait of an Addicted Family:
Dynamics of Opiate Addiction in the Early
Twentieth Century.”
Robin (Smith) Chap-
man '64 and Julien
Clinton Scott. Images of
a Complex World: The
Art and Poetry of Chaos,
World Scientific Pub-
lishing, 2005. Poet
Chapman and artist
Stott combine logic and
language with a series
of art forms in a way
that excites the imagi-
nation and stimulates
the readers' sense of
wonder at the vastness
of the mathematical
universe.
Ellen Daniel '69, Every
Other Thursday:
Stories and Strategies From Successful Women
Scientists, Yale University Press, 2006. Telling
the story of a 25-year-old group of successful
women who meet regularly to empower each
other through emotional and practical
support, the author hopes to encourage
readers who feel isolated or stressed in their
work settings to consider the benefits of
such a group.
Patty (MarthaWelch) de Llosa '54, The
Practice of Presence,Morning Light Press,
2006. Focusing on the ideas of the five spir-
itual paths revealed in T'ai Chi, prayer, medi-
tation, the Alexander Technique, and Jun-
gian studies, the author offers guidance on
coming alive to the present moment and
seeking daily what we truly desire behind all
the urgencies and obligations of our lives.
Neil Gershenfeld '81, Fab: The Coming Revo-
lution on Your Desktop—From Personal Com-
puters to Personal Fabrication, Basic Books,
2005. In this book, the author ofWhen
Things Start to Think describes the next big
technological revolution—“personal fabrica-
tion,” the ability to design and manufacture
your own products in your home, using a

machine that combines consumer electronics
and industrial tools.
(Helen) Crosby Lewy '40, Amusings From a
Life; Tales, Poems, Translations, and Nonsense,
XLibris, 2006. This collection of primarily
humorous fictional pieces is divided into
sections with headings such as “Orphans,”
“Mutts,” “Literary Mathematics,” “Seniors,”
and “Holidays.” The author describes it as “a
collection not for reading from cover to
cover—but for snacking—for a quiet

moment, or a not quiet
moment, or when a family
reunion hits the fan.”
Geoffrey Plank '80,
Rebellion and Savagery: The
Jacobite Rising of 1745 and
the British Empire, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Press,
2006. The author exam-
ines the 1745 Jacobite
uprising, led by the
grandson of King James
II, to dethrone King
George II and restore the
throne to the Stuarts. He
goes on to describe the
significance of the crisis
not only for Britain but
for the whole British
Empire.

Elliot Rabin '86,Understanding the Hebrew
Bible: A Reader's Guide, KTAV Publishing
House, 2006. Clearly written and jargon
free, the book helps explain the different
kinds of writing found in the Bible, includ-
ing storytelling, law, history, prophecy, wis-
dom, and poetry.
Joshua Zeitz '96, Flapper: The Notorious Life
and Scandalous Times of the First Thoroughly
Modern Woman, Crown Publishers, 2006.
Just in time for Woman's History Month,
Zeitz offers a history of America's first sexual
revolution, examining the rise of celebrity,
the changes in dating and courting rituals,
and the rebellion against Victorian era eti-
quette.

Other Media
Sandra Schulberg '71 and Ed Carter (co-
curators), Selling Democracy: Films of the Mar-
shall Plan: 1948–1953, Schulberg Produc-
tions, 2004. This retrospective, exhibiting 25
of 250 historic propaganda films produced
between 1948 and 1953, long banned in the
United States, is currently on tour through-

out major U.S. cities beginning in Philadel-
phia. It depicts aspects of the post-World
War II Recovery Program in movies such as
Me and Mr. Marshall, Hunger, Between East
and West, and It's Up to You. Schulberg's
research into the series is personal. Born in
Paris shortly after her father was named
chief of the Marshall Plan Motion Picture
Section of OMGUS (Office of Military Gov-
ernment/U.S.), she hopes that the films will
serve as inspiration and as a source of hope

in our modern war-torn world: “Until I had
the opportunity to screen the films for our …
retrospective, I didn't realize the extent to
which they had shaped my earliest con-
sciousness, the same way they shaped the
consciousness of millions of other European
postwar children.”
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Joshua Zeitz ’96 writes about
America’s first sexual revolution.

Sandra Schulberg ’71 co-curated a
film festival showing films created
to support the Marshall Plan.

Historian Geoffrey Plank ’80 teaches
at the University of Cincinnati.
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Consider the following:Many at-risk children begin school
without an ability they need to succeed throughout their

lives—being able to self-regulate their actions and emotions (neu-
roscientists call this “executive control”). Adults may never fully
outgrow any of the cognitive and perceptual biases that are so strik-
ing in infants and young children. Bilingual children 4 to 5 years old
perform 1 to 2 years ahead of their peers on executive-control cogni-
tive tasks. Some autistic children may understand abstract relation-
ships better when information is physically attached to the item it
represents. A variant of a gene leads to better executive function,
even in normal children, but it also leads to more fragile personali-
ties in the face of stress.

As Canada Research Chair and Professor of Developmental Cog-
nitive Neuroscience at the University of British Columbia in Van-
couver, Adele Diamond, an authority on a part of the brain critical
for higher cognitive functions, explores all the above ideas.

Not aspiring to be a scientist, Diamond went to Swarthmore to
indulge her love of learning. Excelling in double majors psychology
and sociology-anthropology, she won several undergraduate grants,
including a National Institute of Mental Health fellowship. But “I
just wasn’t interested in [experimental science] and didn’t think I’d
be good at it,” she remembers.

Earning graduate fellowships from both the National Science
Foundation and the Danforth Foundation, she chose Harvard and
invented an interdisciplinary program in psychology, sociology, and
anthropology. In her first year of graduate school, her adviser
Jerome Kagan got her hooked on an interesting idea: Babies all over
the world, no matter what their circumstance in life, exhibit the
same cognitive changes at about the same age. There had to be a
maturational component; what might that be? Diamond decided to
investigate that in her dissertation. It was her first move into experi-
mental science, but it was not a baby step. First she had to embark
on a self-taught crash course in neurology.

“At that time,Harvard didn’t have anybody in the Psychology
Department who did anything related to the brain. So I studied on
my own,” she says.

Now,Diamond studies the prefrontal cortex of children’s brains,
trying to figure out what they understand, when they understand it,
and—most important—how to help them understand things they
are not quite grasping.

The prefrontal cortex is important for working memory and the
ability to focus attention, to screening out distractions, holding
information in the mind and manipulating it, working out mental
puzzles, resisting impulses, and flexibly switching from one per-
spective or set of rules to another. It’s implicated in many mental
disorders, including ADHD, obsessive-compulsive disorder, bipolar
depression, schizophrenia, and autism.

“It relates to a lot of practical things—in mental health, in edu-
cation, and in people’s everyday lives,” Diamond says.

This summer, Diamond and a colleague are hosting an interna-
tional conference designed to make cutting-edge research in psy-
chology and neuroscience understandable to nonscientists (includ-
ing parents, educators, and doctors) who work with kids. The con-
ference, “Brain Development and Learning:Making Sense of the
Science,” features not only scientists but also artists.

Mixing art, science, and people makes perfect sense for Dia-
mond. As an accomplished and passionate dancer, she uses it to
draw connections in life. She loves partner dancing of all kinds
(especially contradance), being outdoors, being active, and meeting
people. “I love to connect people to each other, especially across dis-
ciplines or geography, like a switchboard operator,” she says.

Both surprised and gratified that her work applies in beneficial
ways, Diamond says that isn’t what she expected. “I never thought
that my work would help anybody. I thought it would be basic
research, and I’d do it because it was interesting, just like I went to
Swarthmore because I thought it would be fun and interesting though
I wasn’t planning on a career. It’s funny how things work out.”

—Beth Luce
Beth Luce is a freelance writer and editor of theNorthwest Meetings
and Events Magazine, based in Seattle.

Switchboard Operator
ADELE DIAMOND ’74 EXPLORES THE WAYS CHILDREN LEARN.

Diamond’s research was featured on public television’s

Scientific American Frontiers, hosted by Alan Alda. Her work

has changed medical guidelines worldwide for the treatment of

phenylketonuria (PKU).
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It's 2 a.m. on a quiet street in downtown
Portland, Ore., and I'm hurting. I strug-
gle to ignore the pain in my legs as I

hobble toward the finish line a mile or so in
the distance. Occasionally, I am passed by
figures in the darkness. They are young and
old, lean and stout. Some breeze by without
a sound. Others offer words of encourage-
ment. These strangers are different in many
ways, but they share one key attribute—
on this night, they are all much faster than
I am.

This scenario was not the one I had envi-
sioned months earlier when I convinced
several of my good friends, primarily team-
mates from the Swarthmore cross-country
squads of the late 1980s and early 1990s,
to join me in the 2005 Hood to Coast Run,
America's largest relay race. Every August,
1,000 12-person teams gather at the Tim-
berline Lodge, nearly 6,000 feet up the side
of Mt. Hood in Oregon's Cascade Range.
During the next day, the teams alternate
runners through the 36-leg, 196-mile
course that winds down from the moun-
tains, through the city of Portland, and
across the countryside to the finish on the
Pacific coast.

On the morning of the race, we all gather
at my house in Portland, most having flown
in the day before from various far-flung
locales. As we've entered our mid-30s, we
can no longer count on a yearly wedding to
bring our group together, so this reunion is
the first one we've had in a while. It's great
to see everyone, and the old jokes flow
freely. My brother Tom '88 takes a quick jog
down the street and asks those of us congre-
gated in the driveway to assess his running
form. “You look like poetry,” Ari Tuckman
'92 says. “Like teenage poetry—awkward
and lurching.”

The tone thus set, we pack two rented
minivans with provisions for the race—
Powerbars, water, dry clothes, and lots of ice

packs. Before we leave for the
start, it is decided that our
team needs a theme song—
something suitably motivat-
ing to blast out of the vans'
speakers as we pass through
checkpoints and past our
own runners.We have
almost come to a consensus
on The Ride of the Valkyries
when Steve Bruner '92 sug-
gests the theme to Sanford
and Son. It's an inspired
choice, and the jazz/funk
stylings of Quincy Jones her-
ald our arrival as we make
our way up the mountain.

I have volunteered to take
the first leg, a 6-mile shot
straight downhill with a ver-
tical drop of 2,500 feet.
Despite living in Portland,
home to Nike, Adidas, and
countless running zealots,
my training regimen for this
event has consisted of pro-
longed stretches in front of the TV and the
consumption of an obscene amount of
Doritos. I figure gravity will help ease me
down the mountain. As the start time
approaches on a sunny afternoon, we hud-
dle together in our matching garnet T-
shirts—with our wildly optimistic team
name, No Cruelty, No Feast, printed on the
back—and give a rousing “Go Swat!” cheer.
I am on an adrenaline high. It's been a long
time since I've run as a part of a team; for a
wonderful moment, as I run forward from
the line, my body actually feels as if it's 15
years younger—lean, strong, and primed to
do battle with Haverford.

The moment is woefully short-lived,
however, as I quickly realize that gravity can
only counteract a lack of fitness up to a
point, and I begin to labor halfway through

the descent. In addition, I realize that run-
ning downhill is surprisingly difficult. The
accumulated pounding of legs on pavement
is roughly akin to having ones thighs and
knees beaten with a wiffle bat for an hour.
As I finally finish the leg and hand off to the
next runner, I try not to think about the fact
that I will have to do this twice more before
it's all over. Thankfully, the rest of the team
has prepared for the event more diligently,
and we start cranking out the miles signifi-
cantly faster. Steve, Jon Fewster '92, and
Robert Marx '91 are our stalwarts, having
conceded little to the ravages of time. Sim-
ply put, they are spectacularly fit—perhaps
irritatingly so, as they coast through their

in my life

A GROUP OF FORMER SWARTHMORE CROSS-COUNTRY FRIENDS REUNITE.

By David Graham ’92
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Jon Fewster '92 powers through his leg
during the 2005 Hood to Coast Relay.

When It’s FUN Merely to FINISH
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legs with minimal exertion.
We pass the time in the vans easily, chat-

ting and playing cards. At one point, my
brother Tom, an actuary by profession, and
Robert, a University of Chicago finance pro-
fessor, decide for some reason to calculate
the probability of flipping through a deck of
cards one by one without once correctly pre-
dicting a card's identity before turning it
over. In about 30 seconds, they conclude
that the odds are 1 divided by the mathe-
matical constant e.One of the fun conven-
tions of the Hood to Coast is that the teams
write witty slogans on the sides of their
vans, usually having at least a tangential
connection to the race or running in gener-
al. But for much of the day, emblazoned
across our windows is an equation that I

feel confidently had not
heretofore been
expressed on a moving
vehicle: 1/e = 0.368. In
a related story, we're
tremendous dorks.
After grabbing a cou-

ple hours of fitful sleep,
it's time for my second
leg—a short 4-mile
jaunt through Portland
in the middle of the
night. Although it's a
mercifully flat part of
the course, the combi-
nation of fatigue and

my body's utter refusal to accept the fact
that I am trying to get it to move faster than
a walk for the second time in 8 hours makes
it appear to an outside observer as if I must
be carrying an invisible piano on my back.
After about 45 minutes of suffering, I near
the transition checkpoint. A race official is
calling out the team numbers of approach-
ing finishers to alert the next runners. I
hear him say, “Team 854! Looks like we've
got a hobbler!” A collective groan of sympa-
thy and pity accompanies me for my final
hundred yards, and I slink back to the van
to collapse.

The rest of the morning and afternoon
pass without too much incident. Our team
regains a solid clip and even manages to
pass a number of teams that had left us for

dead during the night. Progress is again
impeded at around 9 a.m., as race rules dic-
tate that I run my final leg. The less said
about it, the better. Let's just say the phrase
“death march” crosses my lips several times,
and I'm pretty sure I heard someone in the
van mutter my name and the word “alba-
tross” in the same sentence while they
thought I was asleep.

In the end, we reach the Pacific in just a
shade more than 24 hours, good enough for
a more than respectable 96th place. As we
recuperate postrace in our rented beach
house, I am reminded why I enjoyed run-
ning at Swarthmore so much: mainly
because it feels so good to stop. But it's also
about striving for a common goal with
friends instead of slogging through on your
own. Although, over the years, the objective
has changed from winning to merely finish-
ing, it's still fun to do it together. I've always
thought that racing is like childbirth in the
sense that time allows the memory of the
pain to diminish just enough so that even-
tually you'll be foolish enough to want to go
through it again.Well, it's all still pretty
fresh in my mind, but I've got brain cells
dying every day.

Anyone up for 2007?T

David Graham is director of strategic develop-
ment for WebMD Corp. He lives in Portland,
Ore., with his wife, Laura Morrison '94, and
their 3-year-old son, Michael.

“I am on an adrenaline high.
It's been a long time since I've
run as a part of a team; for
a wonderful moment, as I run
forward from the line, my
body actually feels as if it’s
15 years younger.”

The Swarthmore team at the finish of the
2005 Hood to Coast Relay (kneeling left
to right) Jon Fewster '92, Steve Bruner
'92, Mike Dennis '93, Ari Tuckman '92;
(standing left to right) Justin Higgins '92,
Chris Tipper '92, Tom Graham '88,
David Graham '92, Joy Blakeslee, Kevin
Huffman '92, Robert Marx '91, Brandt
Lincoln '95ST
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An artist-in-residence at Kabul University in July 2005, Lars
Jan—a theater director and founder of Mobile Performance

Group (MPG)—brought several American theater artists with him
to Kabul. Here, they led intensive theater workshops for university
students and members of the National Theatre and developed sev-
eral sound and visual public art projects with local artists.

“We’ll return to Kabul in 2007 to continue our relationship with
the students—and artists—we worked with there,” Jan says. “The
university is struggling to buoy a humanities and arts curriculum
that all but ceased to exist during the years of Soviet occupation,
civil war, and rule of the Taliban, and the students are incredibly
hungry for outside voices and instruction. I’m intent on pushing
along and collaborating with Afghanistan’s next generation of
artists in the hope that they will find a voice to reflect the past years
of conflict and imagine the future.”

A recipient of the Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship, a national schol-
arship that supports up to 6 years of graduate work in any field, Jan
is currently pursuing an M.F.A. in directing and integrated media at

the California Institute of the Arts. He is augmenting his theater
training with coursework in digital animation, puppetry, and film-
making—allowing him to continue to evolve as a “hybrid artist.”

During spring 2005, Jan was invited to co-direct and design a
show as well as teach a class at Princeton University as a part of the
Atelier Program,which author Toni Morrison created. Jan’s first
directing teacher at Swarthmore, Roger Babb, “a vital mentor and
collaborator over the years,” introduced him to the program.

As a theater and English literature major at Swarthmore, Jan bal-
anced history and critical analysis with a direct immersion in the
form via Professor of Theater Allen Kuharski’s directing labs. The
open format of the labs allowed him to create ensembles of artists,
often from outside the Theater Program,working to craft original
works focused on models of collaborative creation and non-Western
performance forms.

After graduation, Jan worked with the Pig Iron Theatre Compa-
ny, an ensemble that Co-Artistic Directors Gabriel Quinn Bauriedel
’94, Dito van Reigersberg ’94, and Dan Rothenberg ’95 founded and
developed into one of the country’s premiere experimental companies.

“My experience of their theater-making style, characterized by
their commitment to the collective creation of all works and the
integration of international performance forms, was an extension of
my theater work at Swarthmore and definitive in shaping my course
and practice as an artist,” he says.

After working with Pig Iron, Jan moved to Kyoto, Japan, where
he trained and performed for a year with a traditional Japanese
Bunraku company, led by a seventh-generation puppeteer. His expo-
sure to Asian performance forms at Swarthmore led Jan to take this
step, which has deeply impacted his subsequent work.

During fall 2005, The Whitney Museum of American Art com-
missioned an original performance work from Jan to inaugurate a
new performance series at the museum called Whitney Live.

“I’ve always struggled to fit my interests and instincts into the
idea of theater that prevails in the United States. I consider myself a
visual, sound, and video artist, but it is the presence and possibili-
ties of a live audience that has led me to focus on the theater
model,” Jan says.

“I’m looking to foster cultural and educational development by
serving as an example to Western artists and individuals currently
intimidated by the region as well as opening the possibility of Cen-
tral Asian artists touring in America or elsewhere,” he says.

“It is also my hope that collaborating artists, often traveling to
Islamic countries for the first time,may be influenced by their expe-
riences abroad in such a way that they are compelled to somehow
bring these experiences into their work in the United States, thereby
exposing American audiences to alternate, firsthand perspectives on
these countries.”

—Andrea Hammer

Theater of Diplomacy
LARS JAN ’00 ENGAGES WESTERN AND ISLAMIC TENSIONS THROUGH DIRECT ARTISTIC EXCHANGE.

Lars Jan, founder of the MPG (www.mobileperformance.org), is

coordinating a 2007 performance trip through Central Asia.
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Frederic Pryor is a polymath—an emer-
itus professor of economics, prolific
producer of publications, politico, and

one-time political prisoner. He is also
known for his irreverent wit, such as his
favorite one-liner, “An economist is some-
one who sees something working in practice
and asks whether it would work in theory.”

Pryor came to Swarthmore in 1967 and
retired in 1998. He taught comparative eco-
nomics systems with a focus on communist
economies in the Soviet Union, Eastern
Europe, and China; has been an economic
consultant in the Ukraine for the Soros
Group and in various African countries for
the World Bank and a research associate at
the Hoover Institution in California and the
Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.

As his subject matter vanished with the
fall of communism, he found new paths to
follow. He has written 12 books and pub-
lished more than 100 scholarly articles. Now
a senior research scholar, he has examined
such varied topics as the economies of reli-
gions, those who are not working in our
society and why, the possibility of wars over
water, and what it means to be human
through a comparison of human and non-
human primate economies.

What did you learn about our species from your
primate economics study?
I learned that the differences between
“them” and “us” were a lot less than I had
imagined. For example, species of non-
human primates allegedly without sin
deceive others in their group, giving distress
calls when they discover a tree with ripe
fruit, so that they can feast alone without
others coming by and sharing the harvest.
This provides some useful evidence in the
discussions about human evolution.

What are you working on now?
I'm working on a way of analyzing any kind
of economic system from the most primitive
to the most advanced, using the same kind
of framework. A beginning of this work is
described in my new book Economic Systems
of Foraging Agricultural and Industrial Soci-
eties. Along these lines, I discovered that
groupings of countries by their values are
very similar to groupings by economic sys-
tem. This raises the question: Did the eco-
nomic systems cause the values, or did the
values cause the economic systems?

One natural experiment is the Germa-
nies. If the economic system caused the val-
ues, then you would expect the values of the
East Germans and West Germans to have
been wildly different in 1990 because, for 45
years, the East Germans had had a system
imposed on them while during that period
the West Germans were able to select their
own economic institutions and laws. It
turns out that the values were practically the
same. This suggests that if people are able to
choose an economic and political system, it
is the values that will determine what the
system looks like rather than the system cre-
ating the values.

How about your own household economics? Do
you balance the checkbook?
Yes. My wife, Zora, is also an economist and
could do it too. One day, I'd like to do a
study of why the division of labor is so dif-
ferent in different households. I'm in charge
of the lawn and heavy work, but I'm not
allowed to work in the kitchen.My wife is
Czech, and we are following the Czech divi-
sion of household labor.

Tell me about your political career.
In 2001, the head of Swarthmore's Demo-
cratic Party asked me to run for judge of
elections. I've been elected twice. This is not
a highly sought job, and my campaigns have
consisted solely of cooking up slogans.My
first, right after the 2000 debacle, was “No
Floridas in Pennsylvania.” For my 2005

campaign, it was “He Had Pryor Experi-
ence.”

Who is funnier, you or the late Richard Pryor?
Richard. Through genealogical research, I
found we might be related. One of my
ancestors had an estate in Lynchburg, Va.,
and Richard's ancestors worked on a planta-
tion there, where they took the owner's sur-
name.

What would people be surprised to learn about
you?
Most people don't know I was in an East
German prison. In September 1961, I was 27
years old and working in West Berlin on my
dissertation on communist foreign trade. I
went to East Berlin to hear a speech by Wal-
ter Ulbricht, then leader of the East German
Socialist Unity Party. Afterward, I went to
visit the sister of a West Berlin friend to ask
whether or not she had any message for me
to deliver to her brother because telephone
connections between East and West Berlin
were cut after the wall went up. But she was-
n't there and coming down from her room-
ing house, I was stopped by two secret
policemen, the Stasi, who asked where I had
been. I said it was a wrong address, but they
arrested me. It turned out the woman I went
to visit had escaped from East Berlin. They
thought I was coming for her possessions. It
was a mistake. I knew nothing, and I cer-
tainly wasn't spying for anyone. For five-
and-a-half months, I shared a cell that was
6 paces long by 2 paces wide with another
prisoner. I was released as part of a prisoner
exchange on Feb. 10, 1962. In these kinds of
exchanges, everyone had two lawyers: a capi-
talist lawyer and a communist lawyer. My
communist lawyer was also the lawyer for
the Russian spy Lt. Colonel Rudolph Abel.
My capitalist lawyer was also the lawyer for
American U-2 pilot Capt. Francis Gary Pow-
ers. So when the two lawyers were negotiat-
ing between Powers and Abel, they tossed in
their common client, namely, me.T

Q + A

ENTER FRED PRYOR'S MULTIFACETED ECONOMIC VISION OF OUR WORLD.

By Audree Penner

The Pryor Experience
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ALUMNI COLLEGE: MAY 31–JUNE 2
ALUMNI WEEKEND: JUNE 2–4

Come back, and see what's new.
Come back, and see what you know and love.
At Swarthmore College Alumni Weekend

June 2-4, 2006

No building on campus evokes more powerful memories of Swarthmore than Parrish. It is, physically and figuratively, the heart of the
campus, occupying a special place in the minds of alumni. A much-needed renovation was recently completed of the venerable
structure. Parrish will be rededicated during Alumni Weekend. Come back, and see Parrish poised for a new century.…
The new science center sits on the edge of the Crum. Alice Paul Residence Hall, opened in fall 2004, nestles next to Mertz. Both are
“green” buildings and bring new learning opportunities to Swarthmore students. Come back, and see our recent growth.…
What you know and love are your friends, your memories, and reconnecting with the Swarthmore experience. That's what Alumni
Weekend is all about. We're celebrating the return of classes who graduated in years ending in 1 and 6 and the Class of 2004—but
everyone is welcome. Come back to Swarthmore for Alumni Weekend 2006.

Note: To conserve resources, the Alumni
Relations Office will mail the Alumni
Weekend and Alumni College registration
forms in late March to members of classes
with reunions in 2006—class years ending
in 1 or 6 and the Class of 2004 and all
Garnet Sages—but everyone is welcome.

If you would like more information,
contact the Alumni Relations Office at
(610) 328-8402, or visit the Web sites
http://alumniweekend.swarthmore.edu or
http://alumnicollege.swarthmore.edu to
register on-line.
.

ALUMNI COLLEGE
ON CAMPUS 2006

May 31–June 2

Imagine No Religion Too?
Re-envisioning the Future of
Religion in an Age of Conflict

IAN BRADSHAW




